No. 153
NEIL RoAD

Two Homes In One

Located at what used to be a residential
neighbourhood where rich Chinese
businessmen or ‘towkays’ lived, 153 Neil
Road has been restored from decades of
uninspired renovation work to a newfound
glory that accentuates its past.

Run-down Conditions

At the start of the project, the house had been
modified beyond recognition of most of its
original architectural features and heritage.
Its facade was plain and sombre while its
interior had been severely altered to suit its
modern-day use as an office.

Initial visual inspections revealed plastered
cracks on many walls. Large portions of the
timbered floor joists, floor boards, rafters
and purlins suffered from severe termite
infestation. The roof tiles were in need of
major repair.

The forecourt had been transformed into a
concrete vehicular ramp that led to a double-
leafed timber front door, one of the few physical
remnants of the house’s venerable past.

The shophouse was two storeys high and about
22 meters long with a central courtyard
still intact.

Two Dwellings

The owner had two requests - to create two
distinct dwelling units where two families
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Restored shophouse adapted to house two families

could reside separately, and to ensure that the
‘new look’ would be true to the property’s
original Chinese roots.

To meet the requirement of having two distinct
living spaces in one, more space was created
with a three-storey rear extension and a double-
storey mezzanine that connected directly from
the back of the main conserved shophouse.

Now one family enjoyed the whole first storey
of the original house as well as the new double-
storey extension along with the modified central
courtyard and pool. The second family used the
upper levels of the house.
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Marrying The Old And The New

A tasteful balance was maintained between
the heritage of the shophouse and its present-
day purpose.

Among the outstanding efforts were a
refreshing central courtyard concept with an
elongated reflecting pool, a glazed natural
coloured clay-tiled roof that seamlessly
extended from the original, and an ingenious
interlocking interior structural design that
brought the old and new parts of the house
together harmoniously.

An Inspired Interior

The interior works had also been exemplary
in blending the old and the new. Notably, the
original common party wall was retained as
a ceiling-high exposed brick wall feature in
the new formal living area.

The original airwell was modified into a
magnificent skylight that filtered light into
the heart of the house, while acoustic ceiling
boards, pitched to the original incline of the
roof, recaptured the authentic high-ceiling
effect.

Today, 153 Neil Road stands proudly in
harmony with its neighbours. It adds
an antiquated charm to its immediate
environment and sets an inspiring
precedent in putting two dwelling units in
one conserved shophouse.



Original facade carefully reinstated

Decorative plasterworks Restored corbel
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reflecting pool

Living area at the second storey

Entrance forecourt leading to cleverly-planned dwelling units Living area at t}-ze first storey |




Ambience

153 Neil Road is located in the Blair Plain Historic Conservation District, to
the west of the Downtown core. Back in the old days, rich Chinese

| businessmen, the towkays, occupied the shophouses with their many wives

each occupying a separate residence in this affluent area. The level of Neil
Road then was much lower. Thus, to reach the forecourt of the shophouses,
one must climb steep flights of stairs which made the shophouses appear
grand and imposing.

Site

153 Neil Road sits an intermediate plot that was particularly long,
approximately 47m in length with an average width of 7m. The platform level
of the site was roughly 1.5m above the level of Neil Road with a service lane
running along the rear of the site.

Existing building

The shophouse itself was 2-storey high, fronted by an 8.5m long forecourt,
and measured about 22m long with a courtyard in the middle. It was utilized
as offices with single storey storage cum service area to the rear. The front
facade timber casement windows had timber lattice glass windows internally
while the front timber casement door had fixed glass panels internally. The
front boundary wall did not have metal grilles as in the original.

From records and visual inspections carried out on site, it was obvious that
some alterations had been made as the existing design differed from the
original one. The original fagade of the shophouse was quite ornate, with
Chinese characters above the 2nd storey windows and polychromatic
embossed wall tiles below it. There was supposed to be decorative plaster
mouldings as well. The entrance forecourt had decorative metal grilles and
was supposed to be accessed by a series of steps. However the present

facade had been stripped bare of its ornamentation and decoration, resulting

in a plain and stark aesthetic. A driveway ramp was created at the original
entrance forecourt for motorcars.

Similarly, the interior of the shophouse was functional and modernized.
For example, the casement windows were timber framed with glass
infill. Some old parts of the shophouse, such as the timber beam
corbels supporting the second storey timber floor joists and the timber
floor itself, were still intact. The height of the pitched roof was
concealed by a false ceiling. The rest of the house was nondescript
but the length was apparent.

Structure

The main structure of the shophouse was the common party walls
which demarcated the boundary from its neighbouring plots. These
principal load-bearing brick walls protruded approximately 0.3m
beyond the pitched roof of the existing shophouse and were thickened
on the ground floor for added structural stability.

Apart from the party walls, the structure of the shophouse consisted
entirely of timber. The ground floor structure consisted of a reinforced
concrete floor slab. This deviation from the structure of a traditional
shophouse was due to renovations that had been carried out
previously. The chengal timber floor joists spanned between the two
party walls, resting on timber corbels and supported the tongue and
groove chengal timber floorboards for the second storey. The roof
structure consisted of timber rafters resting on timber purlins which
were in turn supported by timber coppings on the party walls.

HISTORY OF BUILDING




S0 ua sy wlsann 51030

™
wesL wimoswwmvesneL_ T v @ T 2
GRILLES EXTERNALLY , 8%21 %m 1807 o hasd
— - - : i’i%uﬁfuﬂ ” J R
COLAPSIBLE CATE— 2 X D
. 1
; ;
PARUITION 2! 1 : i
)] o - i
| 2820 COPRUGATED PTCHED ROGF ! : m D
1 i
_i | W , . —
24 . Ly ! | . :
7 M LOCKED . ] [ CORIVCTD PUICHLE RO i _—
PR ; ; | 0w |
z! = <rf et
i e - s . S = — o e e e e
: o R : mEsH s T = = = == = ==
1 ~ H * ;,
 E . N U
w - - M oo i 1
-3 P - z i I~ |
=2 : A : - 0
7 > - i at
LG, XERs S F N S g (ORRUGATED PITCHED ROOF 5 P
o = i {
SR B VEASIEED m z w = | N
g {ISED FOR STOAGE) || B Y : £ |
7 2 g [ ! 2 | L]
e 8 3 i = !
s 2 .
z 78 ! |
-8 | . . L. 2250MM HIGR WAL w
o 7
L = . - =
0 - TN - e 2 - s o - -
e = | ToskMuIGARRPET WaLL_ [ . X - PR iwmn M HIG
M3ER 0uR 2 - ORI . ) i i - HIGH DuCY R
PEVENT 24  VATH COLAP 1§ GATE INTERNALLY araeg ThAY ity
2l 5 : u_;oz..,._ HIGH KER3 D
Al ~ b ~
< . < HG )
= 85 : = 8o
g CTMER OSEMTHINOOW 4 W SnAg S 1550 VBS
o WITF YEFTIC GRILLES window, AL 26
R M7 N E
3 &/ AR J p— Y -
& 2 . =
e S v
21 2 Sf —
. ’ . B
HIMIER 162 “—TIMIER FRAME OFENNG (2150 MM ¥1)
._:;_E_z v - -KEEs H
! \/\— — PARTTION c
¥
; & : k\ . - R
| - ’ ! [
. 3 2 e . A
g - ’ /ﬁ\ F s, e . W S , -
- =1 o o AU LINE WIROOW-- - - - 8- ..*.\\L I i B .\
e | s 5 lstvem N R T T | 05 10 I LenoTH oF The suoms
s g e = < 4 o ® Jott THE PROFILE OF THE ROOF IS BASED
o = £ >4 L = b N 5 o —THER STAIRCASE fae e | POED RGO 0N ASSUMPTION
UW FASAPET WALLIGTGMM™T ©  Jesie - 2 i N , fu s
uew ° F A L =74 e
. _ - ] —r s :
USGMY NIGH PARAPET WAL - : | mH thlnl.::; i ok
i I - - BECORATIVE PILLAR t o
! o w ; i
~ 8- uemy ovesaseas b . S !
/ R Lgl [ e | :
2
i KL PRIITION > « i i At
[ H So | ’
200 - P s : A .
BEFICE WAt — J A !
2 5030 - 3! | YL PER I !
x 2 ! : ! =
e . - ZEL A g
TMEEY LASEVENT DOR W - @ L0 50 g :
CREME JOR WMTEEXED . R, R %
LSS PRNEL IRTERNATEY & - . .- . : S FOOF
TMER (ASEMENT ORwWY - I - i ; I
CASEMENT GLASS PAREL - ; ;
f.mwz.c W : A BER TASESAT WINGGH—- :
y FBES, e -~/ 1TH IMEETLATIIEE GLASS™ I
R . INDOW INRDAULY by =] q
I LSy ' 4
e Lup Lonn ) w
i { : w m
i i i ‘.m
7 H H m
i - ! |
= : 2 ) i :
= i = . ~
- TRRPAFX, . i
- e CARPARK BELOW !
' ’ N\ H
T b X i i
AN 23wt - ‘.
BEAY Wil i - THDART W ; - “ ' ;
METAL GATE . . N\ “
s . ;/“ ~ i

w L ~ .///_!Lﬁfxfl "
T A . 0 .
1ST STOREY

-~

INI STOREY PLAN RODF  PLAN s =

=X




TIMBER CASEMENT WINDOOW WITH
GRILLES

© VERTICAL GRILIES

*PC VENTS

METAL WINDOW WITH VERTNCAL GRILL

COLLAPSIBLE GATE

] ]
K
A —PITHED ROOF - CE
L CEIUNG LEVEL . g
! o ) I {
. PAT AT TN 2600 MM RIGH DUCT N P et 2
= : !j ALV VA AN TIMBER CASEMENT WINDOW ALL. ! g!
3 ~ SN | “\[/ WITH TIMBER LATTICE GLASS 4 ' =
=S / RRVA NI WIHDOW INTERNALLY e e — e — T
; =4 L\\/ 2 o CORAUGATED PITCHED TO @L
280 STOREY VEVEL TS| - S¥rS e ey '
- '/
= - —AR CORRUGATED PITCHED ROOF o .
- i g -TIMBER (ASEMENT DFOR WiTH s — ,2{:'%
= CASEMENT DOGR WITH FIXED o =
5 o GLASS PANEL INTERWALLY ~ \/ AN
- B IMBER CASEMENT 0008 WiTH /N S
<l 18T STOREY LEVEL B | CASE GLASS PANFL INIFRMAILY ) — .-.m:,f':; §

FRONT ELEVATION

REAR ELEVATION

ARCHIVE DRAWINGS [ELEVATIONS]




3100

L12

235

Ly b B Le cestored -l!v«mdc qewall

Nk & ofigmal ALY VR E\r_ whle W«Qqqm's
- s i nA4urad tolous (lwd,
2 webe Boc e b wetored

- 1.«:\(“\; ,\- VAD wall = Jowa -

.

e a
S P Itnm.‘a%‘oF
s

7 SRS RE
o T <l e
L CEILING LEveL ” .
-t . TIMBER CASEMTAT V/IHDUW WITK
' n = A TIMBER LATTICE GLASS WINDO
8 : INTERNALLY
rconnuwtn PITCHED ROOF _— e 5 _ )
M0 STOREY LEVEL - . ‘:TEF/ i e 2 IS GBI
YERTICAL GRILLES — - : '
ATED PLICHED RODF e T =t o 8 TIMBER STAIRCASE
CORRUG : gﬂg: g v " TIMBER CASEMENT 0O WITH -
Pe VENTS ~ : b TASERENT GLASS PAIEL IKTERNARLY
HETAL WINODM W | 1 ! - /
VERHICA ! — J ] P ™
DMLY ol 2 T |G A B = | o BOVNDARY Wau
eARILIILY ol B - e X . PLANTER BOXS ] L ek ) B
151 STOREY LEVEL ppc U\NQ NN ] ] : ' : SR S SO e S o i . 1 . .
¢ o s AR & M\MT ¢ bt -
ke badleadd,

SECTU@ N X‘:’X ué_J 2 4 metres

ARCHIVE DRAWINGS [SECTIONI]






